
By Roberta J. Elman, Ph.D.
President & Founder
Aphasia Center of California

Wednesday, March 30th began as any other day. Then the 
phone at the Aphasia Center of California began ringing “off the 
hook.” That morning, Bruce Willis’s family had announced that 
he was retiring from acting because he had aphasia. Suddenly, 
every media outlet in the world wanted to do a story about apha-
sia...and right away!

The biggest challenge was that the Willis family had stated 
that aphasia was causing Bruce to have cognitive defi cits--some-
thing that is uncommon when aphasia occurs as a result of a stroke. 
We had the media’s focus, but, unfortunately, the explanation of 
aphasia that the media was given was inaccurate for the majority 
of people living with aphasia. 

The Aphasia Center of California received media requests 
from across California for interviews and information. I was able 
to do on camera interviews with television stations in San Diego, 
Los Angeles, and the Bay Area. During those interviews, I did 
my best to share accurate information, emphasizing that aphasia 
is not a disorder of intellect.

Although most media interviews last a minute or two, 
my interview with Hal Eisner for the Los Angeles program, 
“In Depth” was much longer. This 7-minute interview allowed 
me time to explain in much more detail the causes and outlook 
for people who are living with aphasia. If you’re interested in 
watching this interview there is a direct link from our website                     
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Our Mission Statement:  The mission of the Aphasia Center of California is to enhance 
communication skills, quality of life, and overall well-being for all those aff ected 
by aphasia. 

“Start where you are, use what you have, do 
what you can.”  
          ~Arthur Ashe

Rebuilding communication. Transforming lives.
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www.aphasiacenter.org or on the ACC’s YouTube channel:                  
www.Youtube.com/AphasiaCenterOfCalif

In addition to calls from journalists, we worked hard to share 
aphasia information through our social media posts. Every day, we 
posted factual information about aphasia on the ACC’s Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter accounts. And many of these social media 
posts went “viral,” reaching many thousands of people! People 
really wanted to learn and share more about aphasia.

Media attention is now moving on to other stories of the day. 
But that media spotlight connected us with so many families living 
with aphasia who have now found a new, welcoming community 
at the ACC. Know that we continue to provide our exceptional 
program services, education, consultation, and advocacy for those 

After actor Bruce Willis (top photo) was diagnosed with Aphasia, ACC Founder 
Robert a  Elman was  interviewed by Hal Eisner  on  the “In Depth”  news program.  
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Aphasia was in the News!

August-December 2021
If we have made any errors 
in this listing, please accept 
our apologies and contact us 
at (510) 336-0112.

In Memory
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Thank You to Our Generous Donors

living with aphasia, even without media attention. THANK 
YOU so much for your generous support! BECAUSE OF YOU, 
the Aphasia Center of California is rebuilding communication 
and transforming the lives of people affected by aphasia every 
single day!!

 In Honor
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DONATED 
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Speech-Language Pathology 
Services: Giti Cira, Roberta 
J. Elman, Susan Adair Ewing, 
Madison Fox, Lyssa Rome

Administrative Services:  Roberta 
J. Elman

Computer Services: Steven G. 
Fry

Newsletter Design & Layout: 
Morris Older

ACC 2021 Annual Report

Jewish Community Federation & 
Endowment Fund

National Flooring & Supply of 
Brentwood

Nvidia
Open Door United Methodist 

Women
Oracle Corporation
PayPal Giving Fund
Pet Collars by Janet
Scottstown LLC
Schwab Charitable
The Speech Pathology Group
Vanguard Charitable

2021 Expenses2021 Revenue
Programs
Management
Fundraising

Service Fees
Indiv Contributions
In-Kind 
Grants
Other

2021 SERVICES

Group Communication Treatment 
Visits: 2056

Reading & Writing Group Visits: 
943

Recreational & Fitness Group 
Visits: 900

Virtual Special Events Visits: 225
Virtual Education & Training 

(National and International): 
>1000 people (9 trainings/pre-
sentations/webinars)

Information & Referral (includes 
phone, mail, and e-mail): 2770

Program Sites for Services: On-
line!

ORGANIZATION & 
CORPORATE 
DONATIONS
AmazonSmile
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Booz Allen Hamilton
Bright Funds Foundation
Chevron 
Dell Technologies
E-scrip/S.H.A.R.E.S
Fidelity Charitable
First Congregational Church of 

Berkeley
Arthur J. Gallagher Foundation
Google
HalfMyDAF
Impact Assets
Intuitive Foundation

www.aphasiacenter.org

15%
42%

7%

5%

92%

6% 2%

2021 APHASIA CENTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Myrna Schwartz, Ph.D.
Vice President: Steve Fry
Secretary-Treasurer: Betty Bugaj, DPT
Magdalena Brink

Roberta J. Elman, Ph.D.
Doris Floyd
Susanne Gahl, Ph.D.
Gail Staba, M.S.

19%

4%

48%

4%

25%
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Thank You to Our Generous Donors 

Please join the Aphasia Center of 
California on Facebook!!

www.facebook.com/AphasiaCenterofCalifornia
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Continued from page 2

2022 Music Club with ACC speech-language pathologist, Madison Fox
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Keeping Up-to-Date 
with ACC News!

If you’d like to keep up-to-date on 
everything that the ACC is doing (in 
between our bi-annual ACC newsletter 
issues), we post a few times a week on 
the ACC’s Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter pages. In addition to sharing 
information about ACC programs and 
events, you’ll fi nd posts with useful 
educational information, news stories, 
and videos about aphasia, stroke, fi t-
ness, and nutrition. Please check it out 
and share the posts with family and 
friends!

Facebook page: 

www.Facebook.com/AphasiaCenterofCalifornia
Twitter and Instagram accounts:         
@aphasia_acc

Book Club Groups at 
the ACC!  

ACC speech-language pathologist, 
Lyssa Rome, is currently facilitating 3 
weekly Book Club groups. Participants 
are reading and/or listening to the book 
at home and then coming together 
weekly on Zoom to discuss what they 

Aphasia Center News
have read. Aphasia book clubs can 
provide those living with aphasia with 
an opportunity to read for pleasure and 
discuss topics that are both interesting 
and relevant. We created our Book 
ConnectionTM program more than 20 
years ago! All the supports we create 
including chapter highlights, character 
lists, and worksheets are available for 
purchase online. This enables speech-
language pathologists to establish 
aphasia book clubs within their own 
communities! Another way the ACC 
makes a big impact for all those living 
with aphasia!

Birthday? Anniversary? 
Raise Aphasia 
Awareness?
We hope you’ll always keep the Apha-
sia Center of California (ACC) in mind 
whenever you’re getting ready to cel-
ebrate a birthday, anniversary, or any 
time you’d like to support the ACC! 
It’s super easy to create a fundraiser 
and raise donations on Facebook. The 
best news is that every dollar raised is 
passed along to the ACC for support 

of our innovative aphasia programs. 

Here’s the direct link that you can 
use to create a Facebook fundraiser: 
https:/www.facebook.com/fund/AphasiaCenterofCalifornia
And remember, if you ever need as-
sistance in creating your fundraiser, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us at 
510.336.0112. 
Thank you so much for your sup-
port!! YOUR donations are help-
ing to improve the lives of so many 
people living with aphasia! 

Aphasia Awareness 
Attire!

Be sure to check out our “Aphasia 
Awareness” Bonfi re store where you 
can purchase an ACC t-shirt, tote, 
or mask to help raise aphasia aware-
ness. All proceeds go towards fund-
ing programs at the ACC. Thank you 
in advance for helping to spread the 
word, one t-shirt , tote, or mask at a 
time! Here’s the link to the Aphasia 
Center of California’s store: 
https://bonfi re.com/store/aphasia-
center/

June is National Aphasia Awareness Month!!

Did you know that more than 2 million people in the United States are currently liv-
ing with aphasia? Raising awareness of aphasia has been part of the ACC’s 
mission since we opened our doors in 1996. Please help us spread the word! 
How? You can share information about aphasia with family, friends, and col-
leagues. Start by sending them the link to the Aphasia Center of California’s 
website, so they can learn more about aphasia: www.aphasiacenter.org Then 
ask them to share the ACC’s website link with all of their friends, too! And 
ask them to watch recent Dr. Elman’s interview about aphasia: 
https://www.aphasiachallenge.org/2022interview

Help us start a chain of aphasia awareness!
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Donations Received 
August-December 2021
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25th Anniversary Challenge Donors
continued from page 6

Doug Burgner
William & Juna Carle
Barbara Coapman
James & Mary Costello
Michael Cunnane
Emily Daikoku
Jeff & Joelan Dunkel
Jim Dunkel
Frank & Brenda Fragomeni
Dan Gatto
Jeffrey & Anne Geddes
Nancy Gifford & Stephen Allen
Jared & Heidi Goodrich
Dorry Jankowski
Emilia Jankowski
John Jankowski
Michael Kaufman
James & Mary Kucharski
James La Fond
Kathy & Kevin Lautenschlager
John & Marci Lefevre, Jr.
Raul Lerma
Fredrick & Peggy Martinez
Robert & Mary Morley
Jeannie & Paul Peirce
Delia Rose
Juan & Jacqueline Rubio
Timothy & Deborah Shanahan
Matt Sisnero
Gary & Sandra Spinella
Siobhan & Glenn Stuart
Angelica Thomas
Thurston Auto Plaza
Phil & Zanne Utschig

Donna Jones
Donna Jones
Ayako Miyagi

Wendy Liang
Caren Anderson
Sabrina Ashjian
Maureen Bormolini
Rosemary Chengson
Adrienne DuComb
Bethany Hanson
Pam & Howard Hatayama
Marsha & Rick Hiscocks
Adrienne Hong
Shirwin Hu
Cathy Johnson
Stephanie Koai
Liyin Liang
Gerry Lin
Michelle Lipperd
Chris Parmelee & Wendy Li-

Wen Liang
Heidi & Steve Parmelee
Maura Prendiville
Catherine Quill
Rena Ragimova
Angelica Rivera
Jeffrey Sinnott
Mona Tashroudian
Mandy Tovar
Stacey Wang
Pamelia Zelaski

Eric Liu
Max Chang
Eric Liu
Scottstown, LLC

James Mapps
Kathryn Mapps
Mingus Mapps
Patricia Mapps
Bobby McDonald
Patrick Salmon
Lauren Scheiner

Toni McElroy
Barbara Kling
LaVerne McCall
Toni McElroy

Michael Miller
Laurie Bennett
Liz Ebinger
Jamie Enders
Joanne Low
Jane Marlow
Charlotte Miller
Jessica Miller

Vanna Nicks
Angela Norman
Justin Sinkiewicz
Nancy-Jo Sinkiewicz
Minerva Van Straatum
Shivaun & Glenn Van Straatum
Michelle West
Vincent West

Len Nordson
Arnold Bedak
Benjamin Nordson
Daniel Nordson
Len & Sylvie Nordson
Paul Nordson
Nelly Nounou

Terri Phillips
Gabriel Gesmer
Cindy Hagelin
Micheal Leary
Jerilyn Seely
Pat Will

Michael Ravera
Christie Ravera
Joe Ravera
Karen Young & Michael Ravera

Ernie Rogers
Julie Agrella
Terry Armentor 
Dione Belli
Duncan Burgermeister
Joseph DiPentino
Jerry Hagge
Rhett Hall
Kathleen Harlan

Kyle Hensley
Robert Jindrich
Marc Kosmala
Patricia Krzycki
Richard Reeves
Sandra Rogers
Michelle Smith
Melanie Tirrell
Dave Weidinger
Mark Wells
Patty Yelinek
Mark Zander

Lyssa Rome
Cynthia Fowler
Anita Jackson
Amanda Klein
Heather Malin
Alexandra Rome
John & Bethann Rome
Michael White

Jim Santanna
Jim & Patty Santanna
Shirley Sutherland

Myrna Schwartz
Liz Abrams-Morley
Daniel Alpert & Laura Nelson
Jean & George Dowdall
Nancy Feinstein
Miriam & Allen Fetterman
Jeanne Finberg
Idy & Alan Gitelson
Peggy & Neil Kostick

continued on page 8

One of the ACC’s three 2022 book club groups with speech-language pathologist, Lyssa Rome
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