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“These are my peeps!”

“Don’t be pushed by
your problems. Be led by

your dreams.”
~Ralph Waldo Emerson

By Roberta J EIman, PhD
CCC-SLP, BC-ANCDS
President and Founder

When you meet James Mapps,
you realize very quickly that he has
never let obstacles get in his way.
Born in Martinez, CA in 1950, his
parents met and worked in Rich-
mond, CA at the Kaiser shipyards.
His father did manual labor and his
mother welded, much like Rosie The
Riveter. In the first five years of their
marriage, they had 4 children, James
being the youngest. Their fifth child,
Kathryn, was born 13 years after
James.

James was raised for the first five
years of his life in public housing in
Richmond, CA. In 1955, his fam-
ily was finally able to buy their first
home in San Pablo, the same house
that James lives in today. In the
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James Mapps participating in the ACC'’s 2018 “Walk to Talk”

fourth grade, James told his teacher
that he was bored. So he, along with
3 other classmates, spent every day
in the school library rather than
attending their regular classroom.

In the months to come, James read
every book in that library!

Walter T. Helms Junior High
School brought many new challenges
and rewards. He excelled at music,
Spanish, and math. School became
the focus of his life and he made the
Honor Society every term. At Rich-
mond Union High School, James
added marching band and acting to
his growing list of extracurricular
activities.

James followed his sister, Patricia,
to Reed College in Portland, Oregon
after receiving a full scholarship.
James majored in psychology and his
thesis was entitled, “The Perception
of Pain.”

James was awarded a pre-medical
fellowship that allowed him to study
at Union College in Schenectady,
New York. Two years later, he was
accepted into Boston University
School of Medicine, immersing
himself in his courses. His final year
of medical school was spent at UC
San Diego in a psychiatry internship.
Upon graduation, he became a Doc-

Continued on page 2

Our Mission Statement: The mission of the Aphasia Center of California is to enhance
communication skills, quality of life, and overall well-being for all those affected

by aphasia.
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Thank You to Our Generous Donors

January 2018 - July 2018
Please see page 4 for “Walk to
Talk” donations

If we have made any errors in
this listing, please accept our
apologies and contact us at
(510) 336-0112.

In Memory

Kathryn Anderson Joe & Natalie Ivankovich Carol Sommers

Barbara & Daniel Garton Nancy Geddes Jankowski Russell Pearson

Michael Garton Andy & Maryann Geddes William & Beverly Tornberg
L_ucinda Armstrong Eli Katz Ann Perry

Jim Armstrong Helena Katz David & Judy Perry
Carolyn Diller Helen Kraemer Jnell Ruetz

Roy & Elinor Bell

Sidney & Lillian EIman
Roberta J. EIman

Helen & Murray Feigelson
Annette Berson

Ralph & Gretchen Goldsworthy
Carol Sommers

Iste Park Ingham
Nancy Park

Louis Ivankovich

Marcia Ribner

Mrs. Lucille Labat
Louis Labat

Dixie Lewis
Robert F. Lewis

Susan Musicant

John S. Ott
Anonymous

Gordon Pappas

Eva, Michael & Mila Musicant

William & Donna Crist

Lucy Sarricchio
Edward & Delia Rose

Kathie Sherman
Christine L. Danforth & John T.
Hickey Il

Noreen Thiercof
Majorie Robinson

Marvin Vernatter
Elaine lvankovich

Don Welcome

Esther S. Akiba

Ellen & Steve Ellis

Roberta Elman and Steve Fry
Sue Ewing

Doris Tabor Floyd

Candida Glavaris
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“These are my peeps!”

Continued from page 1

tor of Medicine. James immediately
began post-doctoral studies at UC
Irvine, where he received a fellow-
ship to work for the U.S. govern-
ment in the Virgin Islands. After
returning to California, he worked
in Los Angeles, becoming the As-
sociate Chief Resident in the De-
partment of Psychiatry at Augustus
Hawkins Mental Health Center. He
also worked at a drug rehabilitation
program as well as several com-
munity hospitals. With hard work,
he saved enough money to open his
own mental health practice in Cer-
ritos, CA.

James had a thriving practice.
However, one day in 2008, while
completing a deposit at a bank
across the street from his office,
he collapsed. He was transported
to the local emergency room. He
was having a stroke. Confused and
worried that he still had patients to
see that day, he was told he could
sign himself out of the E.R. because
he was a physician. He signed the

paperwork, hailed a taxi, and made it
back to his office. Somehow he man-
aged to drive himself home where he
collapsed again. Five days later, his
girlfriend asked the police to check
on him--they found him lying on

the bathroom floor. An ambulance
was called and this time he received
appropriate medical care followed by
physical, occupational, and speech-
language therapies. When he was
discharged, his family encouraged
him to move back to the Bay Area.

James says, “I was still in a haze
for a couple of years following my
stroke.” Eventually, he was referred
to the Aphasia Center of California.
James has been participating in a
weekly ACC conversation group
since 2012. Reluctant to participate
in any other activities outside his
home, James credits the Aphasia
Center with giving him a purpose for
getting out of the house.

When asked what he likes about
the weekly ACC conversation group
he attends, James answers, “These
are my peeps!” Because he interacts

with the aphasia group members
more than anyone else, he says that
he feels an enormous sense of com-
munity at the ACC. This became
even more important after his brother
and primary caretaker, Glen Jr.,
passed away 5 years ago. James was
forced to figure out how to do more
things on his own. He began taking
the bus and BART to attend ACC
sessions and pushed himself to do
more and more. Activities of daily
living, such as cooking meals and
doing laundry, were now up to him.
During this same time, we noticed
that James began to participate in
additional Aphasia Center activities
such as the annual “Walk to Talk”
as well as our holiday party. And,
with some recent encouragement
from both ACC group members and
staff, James has started to get back
into jewelry making, something that
he hadn’t tried since his stroke. He
is also enjoying gardening and has
planted vegetables and tends to the
fruit trees in his own backyard.

James offers this advice to other
stroke survivors: Be patient with
yourself because brain recovery con-
tinues over time!
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Aphasia Center News

16th Annual “Walk to Talk”

A record setting 165+ people joined our 16th Annual “Walk
to Talk” at Lake Merritt on June 23rd to raise aphasia aware-
ness and funds for the ACC. With the help of a $5,000 chal-
lenge gift from an anonymous donor, we raised more than
$45,000 for aphasia programs and services!!

Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf provided a warm welcome
to ACC “Walk to Talk” participants. John Jankowski, for the
8th year in a row, brought in the most donations and received
special recognition! We had a host of people who raised more
than $500 in donations: Fritz Coetzee, Wanda Crews and Fam-
ily, Roberta EIman, Nancy & Peter Farber-Szekrenyi, Terry
Flanagan, Steve Fry, David Giacomelli & Gail Taylor, Ron
Hausmann & Mary Ann Muirhead, Mary Jane & Rich Laufen-
berg, Julie & Vince Lindgren, Eric Liu, Len & Sylvie Nordson,
Jim & Patty Santanna, Myrna & Barry Schwartz, Pat & George
Springer, Carl Steele, Team Derrick Wong, Team Kathryn
Anderson, Team Rafael Corona, Philip Tien, Marcella Wong,
and Bill Wong & Mary Lew. To everyone who raised dona-
tions, and to all those who made donations, thank you for your
generosity and efforts in supporting what we do at the Aphasia
Center!

The “Walk to Talk” couldn’t take place without all of our

hard working event volunteers, including our wonderful musi-
cians: Susan Musicant & Sharon Medairy who got the event
started; and the “Almost Home” band who helped finish the
event with a musical flourish; our extraordinary event co-
coordinator, Enid Meyer; and our volunteers on event day--Sue
Ewing, Katey Felling, Rocelle Evangelista, Keith Bartlett,
Sara Nevius, Prudence Ashley, Julia Navarro, Byron Sheppard,
Jennifer Jacobs, Chatasha Tran, Heather Quinones, Sid Dom-
mes, Monika Zacharewicz, Tessa Padilla Fisher, Amie Zhen-
gada, Sami Wong, Steve Fry, Mary Lew, Bill Wong, Myrna
Schwartz, Betty Bugaj, Lyssa Rome & Dave Gilson along
with Abe, Noah & Ben, Kristen Wehara, Bishop Graham, and
Lauren Scheiner. ACC volunteers and donors make everything
possible—thank you so much!

Are you on Facebook?

If you’re on Facebook, please consider selecting the Aphasia
Center of California as a recipient of Facebook fundraising!
Facebook recognizes the ACC as an official non-profit organi-
zation. This means that you can raise funds for the ACC and
the money raised will be sent directly to us. Consider creating
your own ACC fundraiser for a birthday or special anniversary
and then invite your Facebook friends to donate. If you have
questions, or would like some help when creating your fund-
raiser, we’d be happy to assist! Call us at 510-336-0112.

Roberta Elman’s Birthday Maura English Silverman

Thank You to Our
Generous Donors

continued from page 2

Gary & Linda Gordon
Carol Haglund

Dennis & Anne Kohlmeyer
Mary Jane & Rich Laufenberg
Enid Meyer & Sid Dommes
Nancy Moreno

Laura & Jack Nelson
Robert & Sheila Nichols
Carol & Harold Parsley
Jeannie Riley

Pamela Trost

Harold & Martha Volkar
Bill Wong & Mary Lew

Derrick Wong
Doug & Ann Jinnett
Nadine Wong

In Honor

Aphasia Center of California
Larry & Sharon Hermann

Johnny Bartlett
Anonymous
Linda Champagne
Emily Hiestand

Judi Briano

Sydney & Patricia Hadsell

Fred & Kathleen Hibberd

Open Door United Methodist
Women

Ricardo & Genevieve Callejo
Franchesca Callejo

Jim Carnrite
Jim Hilferty

Rafael Corona
Aurelia Elizalde
Kristina Mariscal

Anita Cox
Jeanette Armstrong
Fred & Luella Darr

Sid Dommes & Enid Meyer
Carol Bordeau

Julie Barto

Joyce Bichler & Michael
Kimbarow

Karen Moore Berliner

Caroline Brooks

Wade Cambern

Anne Carney

Elizabeth Chafcouloff

Chris Code

Karen Prescott Copeland

Jan Corwin

Albyn Davis

Gayle DeDe

Carol Dow-Richards

George Fogelson

Lynn Fox

Linda Garcia

Sara Goodman

Katarina Haley

Scott Hamner

Ann Henning

Jackie Hinckley

Sidney Hoblit

Molly Hughes

Nina Mackie

Miranda Rose

Barbara Shadden

Leanne Togher
Travis Threats
Sarah Wallace
Jo Ann Weise

Mark Estigoy
Patricia & Susan Blair

David Giacomelli
Anita Jennings
Kathleen Hile

Robert & Olivia Kogler
Harvey & Pat Kooy
Okashi Robles

Donald Halsey
Julie Halsey

Barbara Hernandez
Rachel Helen Breslin

John Jankowski

Jack H. Bartlett

Barbara Coapman

Bruce & Jana Drazich

Paul Genereaux

James & Mary Kucharski

Carol & Michael Richardson

Ed & Delia Rose

Peter & Susan Van Cott
continued on page 5
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Walk to Talk 2018 Donors

A big thank you to all of our “Walk to Talk”

donors! It was arecord s

etting event with more

than 165 walkers at Lake Merritt on June 23rd.

Please be sure to

Space limitations allow us to list
donors who made contributions
of $50 or more.

Anonymous Donors
Liz Abrams-Morley
Denise Adams

join us in 2019!

Vickie & Robert Alexander
Margaret Algere

Azlynda Alim & Daniel Friedman
Kathleen Alioshin

Susanna Anderson & Family

Jed Appelman

Steve & Donna Aspell

Maria Baranowski
Martha Beazley & Shirley
Sutherland

Stephanie Berberian
David Berson

JoAnn Bishop
Jennifer Blakely

Brian & Margaret Boal
Peter Bosco

Vivian Boyd

Ellen Brackman

Glenn Bright
Magdalena Brink
Howard Brizendine

Caroline Brooks
Betty Bugaj

Joseph Campbell
William & Juna Carle
Arturo Castro
Elizabeth Chafcouloff
Scot Chin

Fritz Coetzee
Concord Buick GMC
Concord Chevrolet
Adam Cornelius
Gabriela Corona
James & Mary Costello

Continued on page 5

Please acknowledge the generosity of these businesses for our
2018 “Walk to Talk” with your support:

Peet’s Coffee & Tea, Oakland

La Nana Salon & Flowers
Marzano Restaurant, Oakland

Bellanico Restaurant

Heo Safeway Community Markets,
Belotti Ristorante E Bottega,

Oakland

Oakland Michael Mischer Chocolates Sidebar Restaurant, Oakland
Berkeley Bowl Marketplace, Oaktown Spice Shop Sushi Park Restaurant, Oakland
Berkeley Pastino’s Pasta & Pizza Trader Joe’s, Oakland
Crogan’s Restaurant, Montclair/
Oakland

Femi Macus Nails, Oakland

www.aphasiacenter.org
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Thank You to Our Generous Donors

Continued from page 3

Vincent Lindgren
Harvey & Pat Kooy
Charles & Sharon Schaff

Michael Miller
Michelle West

Steve Orlando

John & Doris Becker
Socorro Matamoros

Lucy & Anthony Nicolosi

Jim Santanna

Howard Brizendine

Rick & Kathryn Mosher
David & Loretta Nolthenius
Jim Snider

Jim Tallarico

Jay Schuster
Barbara & Ken Kious

Myrna & Barry Schwartz
Annette Berson

Philip Tien

Ahmad Ra’ed

Gail Staba

Cliff Tong
Susan Brady

William Wong
Carol & Ronald Kusumi
Virginia Wong

Donors

Anonymous

Ted Baxter

Kendelyn Beck

Etta Belrose

Catherine Borjon

Paul Broderick

Caroline Brooks

Marc Colbert & Yvonne Fluehr

Napoleon Cornejo

Bill & Donna Crist

Terrance Flanagan

Joan Florshein

William Gaillard

Lee Ann C. Golper

Leslie Gould

Thomas & Carol Hannan

Ron Hausmann & Mary Ann
Muirhead

Michael Killelea

Eric & Angela Korpela

Marion Majestic

William Maskill

Sara Martin

Jean Mundy

John & Susan Nelson

Doug & Pat Olson

Jean Phinney

Loduskia Pierce

Bradford Pillow

Laurel Przybylski

Brendan Ward & Susan
Flageollet

George & Rose Yee

Corporate &
Organization
Donations/
Grants

A Dress Change, Danville
AmazonSmile

Bellanico Restaurant

Belotti Ristorante E Bottega, Oakland

Berkeley Bowl Marketplace,
Bright Funds Foundation
Concord Buick GMC

Concord Chevrolet

Crogan’s Restaurant, Oakland
E-scrip/S.H.A.R.E.S

Femi Macus Nails, Oakland
Hot Line Construction
Independent Tax Representatives, LLC
La Nana Salon & Flowers,
Lehmer’s Concord Buick GMC
Mannheim Social Club
Marzano Restaurant, Oakland
Michael Mischer Chocolates, Oakland
Oakland Center for Spiritual Living
Oaktown Spice Shop

Open Door United Methodist Women
Pastino’s Pasta & Pizza, Oakland
PayPal Giving Fund

Peet’s Coffee & Tea, Oakland
Pet Collars by Janet

Safeway Community Markets, Oakland
San Diego Kidspeak LLC

Scottstown LLC

Sidebar Restaurant, Oakland

Sushi Park Restaurant, Oakland

Thurston Auto Plaza

Tomren Wealth Management

Trader Joe’s, Oakland

Weathervane Western Wear,
Brentwood

Winter Chevrolet Honda

Wordplay Therapy

Matching Gifts

Adobe

Chevron Matching Employee
Funds

Clif Bar & Company

Arthur J. Gallagher Foundation

GE Foundation

McKesson Foundation

Morgan Stanley

PG&E Corporation Foundation

Walk to Talk 2018 Donors

Contined from page 4

Steve Countryman

Wanda Crews

Troy Daniels

David & Estella De la Torre
Sid Dommes & Enid Meyer
Jean Dowdall

Vanessa Drake

Manual Duran

Roberta Elman

Susan Ewing

Peter & Nancy Farber-Szekrenyi
Janet & Alfred Ferreira

Miriam & Allen Fetterman
Joni Figueroa

Terry Flanagan

Andrea Ford-Roberts
Marybeth Fraire

Steve Fry

Susanne Gahl & Terry Regier
Tim Gallegos

Teresa & Robert Mark Gardner
Barbara & Daniel Garton

Dan Gatto

David Giacomelli & Gail Taylor
Cheryl Gibson

Nancy Gifford

Idy & Alan Gitelson

Elizabeth Gonzalez

Andre & Kimberley Goode

Garrison Goode

Bishop Graham

Dan & Kathy Hagerty

Janet Hanssen

Robert Hanyak

Ron Hausmann & Mary Ann
Muirhead

Ann Henning

Jim Hensler & Carolyn Bird

Tracy Hoblit Cook

Marcia & Ricardo Hofer

Hot Line Construction

Nona Hungate

Michael Ikemoto

Independent Tax Representatives,
LLC

Mauvareen Jackson

Roberta Jackson

Jennifer Jacobs

Dorry Jankowski

Emilia Jankowski

John Jankowski

John Jankowski, Jr.

Ann & Doug Jinnett

Donna Jones

Nohemy & Amjad Kaludi
Michael Kaufman

Burton & Carol Kennedy
Sheila S. King

Ken & Eve Klothen

Greg Knudsen

Lillian Koppelman

Bonnie & Lester Krames
James & Mary Kucharski
James La Fond

Mary Jane & Rich Laufenberg
Allan Leader

David, Monica & Hannah Lee
Lenora & Paul Lee

Lehmer’s Concord Buick GMC
Vince & Julie Lindgren

Eric Liu

Christy & Ron Lloyd

Ann Loo

Richard Lum & Elnora Lee
Maria Maciel

Kathleen & Robert Macy
Soyla Madrigal

Mannheim Social Club

James Mapps
continued on page 6
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Patricia Mapps

Eleanor & Paul Margolin
Kristina Mariscal

Rafael Mariscal

Fredrick & Peggy Martinez
Jose & Martha Martinez
Paula Martinez

George Matiasz & Kay Taneyhill
Jonathan & Varetta Mayes
Sheri McCarry

Toni McElroy

Olga Medina

Debbie & Michael Meredith
Paul Merryman

Katharine Milton

Hepsey Mitchell

Ayako Miyagi

Robert & Mary Morley

Ivan & Sheryl Morse

Karen Mungari

Lucille Myers

Peter & Miriam Nathan-Roberts

Roberto Navarrete

Peter Neffenger & Gail Staba
Charitable Fund

Amy Nichols

Len & Sylvie Nordson

Brad Nyberg

Christie O’Connell

Hermelinda Oceguera-Gonzalez

Pat & Doug Olson

Mark Ong

Jose Oseguera

David Owen

Richard Owen

Marianne & Gary Peixoto
Joshua Perry & Diane Scheiner
Lawrence Perry

Pet Collars by Janet

Martha & Peter Plante
Edward & Janie Potter
David Pritchett

Katherine Raeside

Kathi & Eddie Ramirez
Nancy Reseigh

Carol & Michael Richardson
Valerie Riva

Marjorie & Russell Roeckel

Tim Roeckel

Alexandra Rome

Kenneth & Lissa Ross Giving
Fund

Alfredo Ruiz

Theodore & Debra Sakauye

David Salmon

Anthony Sanchez

Karen Sanchez

Mark Sanchez

Gloria Sandoval

Steven Santanna

Joe & Sue Scarborough

Lauren Scheiner

Peter Scheiner

Myrna & Barry Schwartz

Rebecca Schwartz

Scottstown, LLC
continued below
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Walk to Talk 2018 Donors
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Renate Shein

Jeff Seibert

Karin Seid

Timothy & Deborah Shanahan
Yensing Sihapanya
Lorraine Solorio
Catherine Soule

Shelby & Frank Sperling
Gary & Sandra Spinella
Pat & George Springer
Gail Staba

Kimberly Starr

Emmet Steed

Carl Steele

Charlene Stovall

Michelle Stulbarg

Shirley & Richard Sutherland
Sue Taishoff

Angelica Thomas

Thurston Auto Plaza

Eric & Regina Tipton

Susan Tom

Tomren Wealth Management
Clifford Tong & Karen Gee
Paul & Marilyn Tredinnick
Dorothy Turner

Phil & Zanne Utschig

Jean & James Van Bonn
Shivaun & Glenn Van Straatum

Matthew Vera

Weathervane Western Wear
Lisa & Darrow Wehara
Lauren Wheeler

Winter Chevrolet Honda

Bill Wong & Mary Lew
Jules Wong

Lisa Wong

Marcella Wong

Nadine Wong

Sophia Wong

Suzanne Wong

Vanessa Wong

Piriya & Linda Wongworavit
Linda Woods

Wordplay Therapy

Lynn Yarris & Martha Lynch
Laverne Young

Robyn Young, M.D.
Erica Zamora
Victor & Pamela Zeid

APHASIA CENTER
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

President: Patricia Santanna
Vice-President: Steve Fry
Secretary-Treasurer:

Betty Bugaj, DPT
Magdalena Brink
Roberta J. EIman, Ph.D.
Doris Tabor Floyd
Myrna Schwartz, Ph.D.
Gail Staba M.S.



