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Our Mission Statement:  The mission of the Aphasia Center of California is to enhance 
communication skills, quality of life, and overall well-being for all those affected by 
aphasia. 
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“To the world you may be one 

person, but to one person you 

may be the world.  ”  

--Anonymous

By Samantha Spina 

Rebuilding communication. Transforming lives.

ACC Connection

Unbroken 
Bonds

ACC Participant Tom Purbaugh with his granddaughter,  Samantha Spina

Samantha Spina, a high school 
senior, wrote the following article 
about her grandfather, Tom Purbaugh.  
Tom, trained as a chemical engineer, 
started attending the ACC in early 
2014, about 18 months after his 
stroke. Tom currently attends a weekly 
conversation treatment group and has 
participated in the ACC art class as 
well as the ACC KeyStrokes Aphasia 
Choir.  It has been really wonderful 
to see Tom blossom at the ACC as he 
learns that there is life after aphasia!  

Roberta J. Elman, Ph.D., 

President & Founder 

 “Just when you think you 

have life figured out, it throws 

you a curve ball”-- my grandpa 

told me this a week before he had 

a massive stroke. My grandpa’s 

Continued on page 2

stroke occurred two years ago, in 

the left hemisphere of his brain, 

affecting his speech and language 

as well as the motion of his right 

arm and leg. 

My grandpa was a motivated, 

intellectual entrepreneur, who is 

still to this day one of my number 

one supporters and motivators. 

Before his stroke, he spoke to me 

about my future, and my potential 

to thrive in life. He became a mentor 

to me, pushing me to be motivated 

and to fi nd my passions. He created 

extraordinary scenarios of the great 

achievements I would attain, all of 

them showing his loving support 

and belief in my ability to be 

exceptional in whatever I choose 

to pursue. 

After his stroke, I was speaking 

to him about college and careers. 

I began to describe my wishes 

for my future and looked to him 

for approval, as I always had 

before his stroke. This time, I saw 

something new: I witnessed his 

emotional support for my future, 

more support than any words could 

have expressed. In his eyes and his 

emotions, I saw his encouragement 

and his joy for my enthusiasm about 

my future. He cried. 

I could distinguish his sadness 

and fear; he was afraid that he 

wouldn’t get to see my aspirations 

come true. In this moment, I decided 
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to show him what he had always 

seen as possible for me. In my junior 

and senior year of high school, I 

made a decision to increase the 

rigor of my curriculum at school. 

I signed up for classes that would 

test my intellectual and emotional 

strength. I struggled through many 

classes, sometimes reaching a 

mental breaking point. But I was 

motivated to show my grandpa the 

future he had always inspired in 

me, and this kept pushing me to 

achieve more. 

Because of my grandpa’s stroke, 

I have developed a passion for the 

sciences and for medicine. I have 

begun to orient my extracurricular 

activities and my classes to fi t my 

passions. I have participated in his 

speech-language therapy and also 

completed a hospital internship to 

broaden my understanding of his 

and other medical conditions. And 

I have learned from his stroke that 

life can change in a moment’s time. 

My grandpa’s support has 

helped me strive for what I most 

enjoy, and to pursue whatever my 

passions are. My grandpa continues 

to improve, but he is still living with 

aphasia and apraxia. He sometimes 

struggles to communicate, but in 

every conversation I have with him, 

he is able to express his love for me 

and his joy for my future. He has 

accompanied me on many of my 

college visits, allowing me to share 

these experiences with him. I know 

that even if I don’t achieve all of 

my goals, I will always remember 

to appreciate my life and my talents. 

I hope that someday, I will be able 

to infl uence someone’s life the way 

my grandpa is still infl uencing mine. 

Continued from page 1
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If we have made any errors 

in this listing, please accept 

our apologies and contact us 

at (510) 336-0112.
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Ethel Bernstein

Mr. & Mrs. Rodger Page

Phil Clark

Susan Clark
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Terri Gammon
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Michael Jankowski

Joan Jensen
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Renate Shein

Lori Stazku

Mary Jane Laufenberg
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Enid Meyer

Andrea Blum
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Kat & Paul Alioshin
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Steve Orlando

Doris Becker

Catherine Borjon

Sue Matamoroz

Mr. & Mrs. A. Nicolosi

 In Memory

Continued on page 4

Unbroken Bonds

 In Honor
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2014 Walk to Talk 

An enthusiastic group of more 

than 130 people joined our 12th 

Annual “Walk to Talk” at Lake 

Merritt on June 28th to raise apha-

sia awareness and funds for the 

ACC. Together, we raised more than 

$46,000 for aphasia programs and 

services!!  

Special thanks to John Jankowski,  who 

for the 4th year in a row, brought in 

the most donations!  We had a host of 

people who raised more than $500: 

Esther Akiba, Mary & Bob Ander-

son, Anita Cox & Family, Bill & 

Donna Crist, Roberta Elman, Mark 

Estigoy & Family, Nancy & Peter 

Farber-Szekrenyi, Terry Flanagan, 

Mark & Teresa Gardner, David 

Giacomelli & Family, Joyce Jones, 

Mary Jane & Rich Laufenberg, Ju-

lie & Vince Lindgren, Enid Meyer 

& Sid Dommes, Michael Miller & 

Family, Pat Terry Olson & Friends, 

Kathy Ott, Tom Purbaugh & Karen 

Spina, Jim & Patty Santanna, Pat 

& George Springer, Philip Tien, 

Don & Vicki Welcome, Bill Wong 

& Family, and Derrick & Suzanne 

Wong.  To you and the many donors 

who sponsored you, thank you for 

your generosity and efforts in sup-

porting what we do at the Aphasia 

Center!

The event couldn’t take place 

without all of our hard working event 

volunteers, including our wonderful 

musicians, Susan Musicant, Sharon 

Mediary, and Howard Zugman; our 

amazing event co-coordinator, Enid 

Meyer; and our volunteers on event 

day--Sid Dommes, Vicki Welcome, 

Marina Chang, Amanda Vang, Kris-

ta Cardenas, Rachel & Ben Agron, 

Allison McConnaghay, Cristine 

Bjork-Hilsinger, Nicole Rodgers, 

Olivia Noceda, Sue Ewing, Loran 

Tolbert, Steve Fry, Tessa Fisher, 

Blair Schwab, Maia Olson, Pat Ter-

ry Olson, Doug Olson, Bob Lewis, 

Rachel Heinitz, Scott Canady, Mary 

Lew, Bill Wong, and Esther Akiba. 

ACC volunteers and donors make 

everything possible—thank you so 

much!

Walk to Talk 2014 Donors 
A big thank you to all of our “Walk to Talk” donors!  It was a record setting event with more 

than 130 walkers at Lake Merritt on June 28th.  Be sure to join us in 2015!

(Space limitations allow us to list donors who made contributions of $50 or more.)

Anonymous Donors

Denise Adams

Esther Akiba

Jessie Albert

Susie Altaffer

Dennis & Diane Alton

Sheila Amburgey & Jennifer Knox

Bob & Mary Burns Anderson

Seth Andrews

Jed Appelman

Donna Aspell

Susan Ault

Vincent & Patricia Bail

Maria Baranowski

Martha Beazley

Laurie Bennett

Carol Bordeau

Peter Bosco

Marty Boughey

Vivian Boyd

Douglas Braak

Ellen Brackman

Marian Braunreiter

Brentwood Pro Exhaust & 

Auto Repair

Glenn Bright

Magdalena Brink

Howard Brizendine

Erika Buckman

Bumper 2 Bumper Automotive

Joseph Campbell

Mike & Jane Carnall

Patrick & Toni Caulfi eld

Cerrudo Services, LLC
continued on page 4
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Monkey Wrenches

Open Door United Methodist 

Women

Rahn Woodworking & 

Design

Rodger’s Trucking Company

Speech Pathology Group

Stewart Chevrolet Cadillac

Team Chevrolet Cadillac 

Hyundai Mazda

Thurston Auto Plaza

Watsonville Cadillac Buick 

GMC

Wheeler & Hallford, Inc.

Winter Honda

Matching Gifts

Apple

Bank of the West

Chevron Humankind 

Program

Arthur J. Gallagher 

Foundation

GE Foundation

McKesson Foundation

Doug Payerl

Lynn Payerl

Carey Payne

Laurel Przybylski

Ann Perry

David Perry

Jim Santanna

Frank & Winifred 

Ghiglione

Rodgers Trucking Co.

Jim Snider

Emmet & Dianne Steed

B. J. Saucer

Jessie M. Albert

Susan Taira

Kathy Tiner

Philip Tien

Ahmad Ra’ed

Gail Staba

Jules Wong

Don & Vicki Welcome

Brigitte Limon

Carol & Harold Parsley

George Yee

Elizabeth Nash

Anonymous

Joan Baumrind

Paul & Jacqueline 

Broderick

James S. Carnrite

Napoleon Cornejo

Janise DeVoe

Terrance Flanagan

Joan Florsheim, Ph.D.

Steven Fry

Lydia Galvan

Sanford E. Gerber, Ph.D.

Mary A. Gibbs

Bishop Graham

Thomas & Carol Hannon

Robert Harper

Douglas Fisher & Jean 

Hegland

Mary & Jim Stephenson

Maureen & Craig Sullivan

Gretchen & Eric Szabo

Dotty Turner

Julie Williams, Ph.D.

Brentwood Pro Exhaust & 

Auto Repair

Bumper 2 Bumper 

Automotive

Cerrudo Services, LLC

Cerrudo Services, Inc.

Global Power Consultants

Hot Line Construction, Inc.

Karol Construction

Lehmer’s Concord Buick 

GMC

McConnell Chevrolet 

April King

Eric & Angela Korpela

Les & Bonnie Krames

Ching & Grace Lai

John & Kathy Lee

John & Marilyn McCrory

Ivan & Sheryl Morse

John W. Nelson

June Ogden

Douglas & Patricia Terry 

Olson

John E. Palomino

Drs. Phillip & Dorothee 

Perloff

Ann Perry

Jean Phinney, Ph.D.

Bradford Pillow

Molly Pong

Jean Radford

Donald J. Shoemaker

Rudolph & Gayle Smith

Karen Spina & Tom Purbaugh

Will Starr

Thank You to Our Generous Donors
Continued from page 2

 Donors

Please join the Aphasia Center of 

California on Facebook!!

www.facebook.com/AphasiaCenterofCalifornia

continued on page 5

Corporate & 

Organization 

Donations/Grants

Walk to Talk 2014 Donors

Cerrudo Services, Inc.

Donovan Ching

Annette Chinn

Michele Clancy

Lara Clements

Fritz Coetzee

Carolyn Cofell

Janet Correia

Gerald Costa

Anita Cox

Marva Cox

Bill & Donna Crist

Jeff Crist

Ed & Cathy Cunningham

Stephanie Darrough-Butler

Claudia DeBlauw

Betty Dennison

Paul & Nancy Dommes

Janice & Bruce Drazich

Roy & Isako Egawa

Frankie Emerson

Kathleen & Russell Emerson

K. Harper & John Ensign

Susan Ewing

Marguerite Fadhi

Peter & Nancy Farber-     

Szekrenyi

Michael Favela

Alisa Fernandez

Robert Fernandez

Janet & Alfred Ferreira

Claire Fiddes

Bev & Pete Finley

Sally Fish

Dennis & Olivia Fitzpatrick

Sheila & James Flaherty

Doris Tabor Floyd

Bob Foard & Ginger Allen

Kathy Frendo

John & Linda Furlong

Susanne Gahl, Ph.D.

Kiko Garcia & Carl Steele

Lynn & David Gardere

Teresa & Roberta Mark 

Gardner

Dan Gatto

Berry-Joe Gerton

Adriana Giacomelli

David Giacomelli & Gail 

Taylor

Nancy Gifford & Stephen Allen

Lawrence & Mary Giventer

Global Power Consultants

Janet Gomes

continued from page 3
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Want to Stay Up to Date?

Did you know that you can stay up-

to-date on ACC news by “liking” us 

on Facebook?  We post photographs 

and information year-round on our 

Facebook page. Recents posts include 

photographs from our newly formed 

art class and the ACC KeyStrokes 

aphasia choir. You can directly access 

our page from the Facebook icon on 

our website: www.aphasiacenter.org 

Or search for “Aphasia Center of 

California” the next time you are on 

Facebook!  

Make a Recurring 

Donation by Credit Card!
Did you know that you can make 

a donation with your credit card to 

the Aphasia Center?  It’s easy to 

do!  Just click on the Donate button 

at the top of the Aphasia Center 

of California’s website at www.

aphasiacenter.org You can make a 

one-time donation or a recurring 

donation. Your donations help us 

Aphasia Center News
make a critical difference in the 

quality of life for those affected by 

aphasia.  

The ACC Makes the News!

Did you read the great article about 

aphasia and the ACC by health re-

porter Erin Allday published in the 

San Francisco Chronicle newspaper? 

If not, you can read it online at www.

sfgate.com  Just search for the word 

“aphasia”!

Great News! The Aphasia 

Center Accepts Vehicle 

Donations

The Aphasia Center of California has 

teamed up with Donate For Charity, a 

company that specializes in process-

ing vehicle donations for nonprofi t 

organizations.  Donate For Charity 

arranges for vehicle pickup, handles 

all the DMV issues, sells the vehicle 

at auction, and distributes the net 

proceeds to the ACC. You’ll avoid 

the headache of selling a used vehicle 

and help the ACC fund its ongoing 

efforts and receive a tax deduction.  

When you’re ready to donate, or if 

you have relatives or friends who 

wish to donate, simply call Donate 

For Charity toll-free at (866) 392-

4483 or click on the Donate button 

at  www.aphasiacenter.org. 

Do you shop at Lucky, 

FoodMaxx or Savemart?

Lucky, FoodMaxx, and Savemart 

will donate money to the Aphasia 

Center of California every time you 

shop!  Just call the Aphasia Center 

and ask us to mail you a Shares 

Program card.  It’s super simple, 

doesn’t cost a thing, and you don’t 

need to give any personal informa-

tion. Each time you buy groceries, 

you just hand your Shares Program 

card to the clerk, and 3% of your total 

grocery bill will be donated to the 

ACC. To get your Shares Program 

card, please call us at 510-336-0112.

Sara Goodman

Bishop Graham

Michele & David Grant

Mary & Dick Hackenberg

Diana Halpenny

Robert Hanyak, Ph.D.

Charles Heard

Marcus Heard

Kathleen Heftman

Larry & Sharon Herrmann

Joe & Kathy Hile

Hot Line Construction, Inc.

Karen Hudson

Sabi Inderkum

Jackie Irwin

Roberta Jackson

Helen Jankowski

John Jankowski

Joan Jensen

Ann & Doug Jinnett

Jerry Jinnett

Kathleen Johnson

Marsha & Dennis Johnson

Kathleen Johnson

John Jones

Joyce Jones

Karol Construction

Mike Kaufman

David & Muriel Kears

Nathan & Nora Keker

Roger & Marsha Kelly

Burton & Carol Kennedy

Christopher Kentis & Laura Lau

Paula & Stephen Kern

Janet Kiepke

Corrine Kole

Laura Koop

James & Mary Kucharski

Leslie & James LaFond

Ching & Grace Lai

Richard & Susan Laton

Laura Lau

Mary Jane & Rich Laufenberg

Paul & Lois Laza

Lenora & Paul Lee

Lehmer’s Concord Buick GMC

Robert Lewis

Melanie & Todd Lindgren

Vince & Julie Lindgren

Kathleen & Robert Macy

Diane Maldonado

Dennis Makishima

Sara Martin

Martin Mass

Nancy McAuliffe

Michael McCann

McConnell Chevrolet

Karen McCullough

Claudia & John McDaniel

Dawn McGuire, M.D.

Karen & Joe McNamara

Paul Merryman

Madeline Miller

Melody Miller

Walk to Talk 2014 Donors
continued from page 4
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Steven Moberg

Ann Moghaddas

Monkey Wrenches

Carolan Moran

Robert & Mary Morley

Ivan & Sheryl Morse

Kathryn & Richard Mosher

Karen Mungari

Michael Murphy

Elizabeth Nash

Rosemary & Frank Navarra

Stephen Ng

Lori & David Nolthenius

Brian Olson

Cathy & David Olson

Patricia & Douglas Olson

Joanie & Paul Orlando

Tabitha Ornellas

John & Miriam Oshiro

Victoria Ostler

Kathy Ott

Joan Passman

Al & Devine Phillips

Denise Piersol

Jane Pimental, Ph.D.

Maejean Piper

Martha & Peter Plante

Rahn Woodworking & Design

Elizabeth Rehfeld

Carol & Micahel Richardson

Kevin Riley

Jeff Robinson

Susan Rodgers

Toby Roebuch

Tom Romero

Edward & Delia Rose

Miranda Rose, Ph.D.

Jim Rucharski

Joan  & Tony Sahley, Ph.D.

Susan Sangiacomo

Jim & Patty Santanna

Steven Santanna

Brenda Saucer

Charles & Sharon Schaff

Maxine Schmidt & David 

Watkins

Joanne Schriber

Roy Schweyer & Jane Silver

Linda & Bryan Scott

Maggie Sedar

Jeff Seibert

Renate Shein

Janet Simmons

Tomasz & Slyvia Skucha

Lois P. Smith

Alice  Sorenson

Raphael Soriano

Karen Spina & Tom         

Purbaugh

Michael Spina

Gary & Sandra Spinella

Pat & George Springer

Gary Spinella

Gail Staba

Mary & Jim Stephenson

Alexander & Penny Stevens

Larry & Nanette Stewart

Stewart Chevrolet Cadillac

Hilary Stimart

Susan & Michael Summers

Shirley & Richard Sutherland

Alan Tafapolsky & Randi 

Silverman

The Taira Family

Sue Taishoff

Karen Tang

Team Chevrolet Cadillac 

Hyundai Mazda

Richard & Edythe Terry

Travis Threats, Ph.D.

Judy Thiercof-Waldear

Kathryn Thomas

Thurston Auto Plaza

Kathy Tiner

Christine Todd & Jacque 

Coan

Kathy & Raymond Torre

Sue & Paul Toutant

Sharon Turner

Emma Lee & Gary Twitchell

Susan & Peter Van Cott

Norm & Betsy Van Patten

Shivaun & Glenn Van Straatum

Jere & Penny Wade

Watsonville Cadillac Buick GMC

Don & Vicki Welcome

Wheeler & Hallford, Inc.

Jack & Cynthia Williams

Pat & Dale Williamson

Laurie Willis

Winter Honda

Benson Wong

Bill Wong & Mary Lew

Derrick & Suzanne Wong

Helen Wong & Kenneth 

Palmer

Nadine Wong

Selene Wong

Virginia Wong

Linda Woods-Humes

Kevin Wrate

Lynn Yarris & Martha Lynch

George & Rose Yee

Laverne Young

Byron & Cheryl Zook
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