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Our Mission Statement:  The mission of the Aphasia Center of California is to
enhance communication skills, quality of life, and overall well-being for all
those affected by aphasia.
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“How wonderful it is that

nobody need wait a single

moment before starting to

improve the world .”

--Anne  Frank

By Roberta J. Elman, Ph.D.
President and Founder,

Aphasia Center of California

Rebuilding communication. Transforming lives.

ACC Connection

The ACC’s KeyStrokes Choir: Hitting all the Right Notes!

The ACC’s KeyStrokes Choir at their Holiday Party Performance.

When first hearing that the

Aphasia Center has recently started

an aphasia choir, many people

express real surprise.  They wonder:

how is a person who has difficulty

talking, able to sing?   But the human

brain is a marvel—melody and

rhythm are often relatively spared

with aphasia because these abilities

are usually located in the right side of

the brain.  This is opposite to the

side of the brain that is typically

involved with aphasia.  Because

some singing is often possible for

persons with aphasia, speech-

Join our 11th Annual "Walk to Talk"

Raise Funds and Awareness!

What:  The Aphasia Center of California's 11th Annual "Walk to Talk"

is a fund-raising event to raise funds for our programs.  Our "Walk to

Talk" will feature a 1/4 mile and 3 mile untimed walk/run.

When: Saturday, June 15th, 2013.  Walk registration will begin at

9:45am.

Where:  Lake Merritt, Oakland.  Walk starts at the Downtown

Oakland Senior Center at 200 Grand Avenue in the lounge.

How:  Companies and individuals, from walkers with kids to seasoned

athletes to people with their dogs on leashes can participate in this event

to benefit the Aphasia Center.  Help the Aphasia Center by sponsoring

an Aphasia Center participant, asking friends and family for donations,

or joining us for the walk.  You can register or sponsor a walker online

via our website: www.aphasiacenter.org Please contact Roberta Elman

(510) 336-0112 to receive a walk packet or for more information.

Continued on page 2
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language pathologists have been

incorporating melodic techniques

into speech-language therapy since

the 1940s.

But the real reason that we

decided to start an aphasia choir is

because it builds community and is a

lot of fun!  The Aphasia Center is

committed to helping people with

aphasia participate in activities of

choice.  This is consistent with the

Life Participation Approach to

Aphasia that the ACC has been so

instrumental in sharing with other

speech-language pathologists around

the world via our professional

publications and presentations.

So, with having fun as the

primary goal, the Aphasia Center

KeyStrokes began in September

2012.  The KeyStrokes accepts

anyone living with aphasia as well as

family members and friends who are

also interested in joining.  Our first

choir director was graduate student

intern, Jacqui Standel.  Jacqui did a

wonderful job of getting the choir off

the ground, and within weeks, the

20+ members of the KeyStrokes

had chosen their name and began

selecting and polishing up their song

repertoire!

Seth is just one example of

how the aphasia choir enriches

people lives.  Seth had never tried to

sing after his stroke.  His aphasia has

made both talking and reading a

challenge and he believed that the

choir might be too difficult for him.

But when the music started playing

at the very first choir practice, Seth’s

entire face lit up as the words came

rolling off his tongue.  Seth ex-

claimed, “I can’t believe it!” He was

thrilled that he was able to sing!

The inaugural performance of

the choir was during the ACC’s

December 14th holiday party.   The

KeyStrokes performed 4 unforget-

table songs: I Can’t Help Falling in

Love, What a Wonderful World,

Stand by Me, and Jingle Bells.  As

the first few notes began, smiles, as

well as a few tears of happiness,

filled the entire room. This was

definitely the most inspiring holiday

party that the Aphasia Center has

ever held!

The KeyStrokes choir mem-

bers who performed at the holiday

party included: Seth Andrews, Jack

Berry, Eric Bird, Carolyn Bird, Judi

Briano, Larry Byrd, Anita Cox, Meg

Frost, David Giacomelli, Charles

Heard, Chris Milberger, Michael

Miller, Howard, Olson, Steve

Orlando, Emily St. Clair, Tamar

Solomon, Gail Taylor, Norine

Theircof, Philip Tien, and Bill Wong.

The KeyStrokes choir is

currently under the very capable

direction of graduate student intern,

Tina Payne Chasse.  If you are

interested in singing with the

KeyStrokes, please call us and join

in the fun!!

Continued from page 1

KeyStrokes Choir Hits the Right Notes

The ACC has recently received

state and national honors for its

program innovation and impact.

Most recently, we were awarded

Program of the Year honors from the

California Speech-Language-

Hearing Association (CSHA).

CSHA is a professional non-

profit organization that supports

speech and hearing services to

persons with communication chal-

lenges.  Each year, CSHA honors

are awarded to professionals,

consumers, and programs that

demonstrate excellence.  As the

2013 Program of the Year, the ACC

was lauded for its service to people

State Honors

for the ACC

impacted by aphasia.

Special recognition

was provided to the

ACC for its work in

advocacy, research,

and innovative

program services.

ACC staff

members Sue Ewing,

Dr. Roberta Elman,

and Loran Tolbert,

accepted the Pro-

gram of the Year

honors on behalf of

all ACC members, past and present.

You are the inspiration for all the

work that we do!
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Education and

Training Around

the World

Aphasia Center of California’s staff

members are frequently invited to

provide training to speech-language

pathologists throughout the world.

During the last year, we even hosted

a speech-language pathologist from

Taiwan who will be bringing our

ideas and techniques home to start

Taiwan’s first aphasia group.  We

have also been asked to speak

about our programs to speech-

language pathologists around the

country, and have written an invited

chapter and several articles about

various aspects of aphasia group

treatment. Although the Aphasia

Center programs may be physically

located in California, our philosophy

and clinical techniques continue to

impact lives around the world!

Do you shop at

Lucky, FoodMaxx or

Savemart?

Lucky, FoodMaxx, and Savemart

will donate money to the Aphasia

Center of California every time you

shop!  Just call the Aphasia Center

and ask us to mail you a Shares

Program card.  It’s super simple,

doesn’t cost a thing, and you don’t

need to give any personal informa-

tion. Each time you buy groceries,

you just hand your Shares Program

card to the clerk, and Lucky,

FoodMaxx and Savemart will

automatically donate 3% of your

Aphasia Center News

Please join the Aphasia Center of

California on Facebook!!

www.facebook.com/AphasiaCenterofCalifornia

total grocery bill to the ACC.  So

please call us today to get your free

Shares Program card and start helping

the ACC every time you buy grocer-

ies!!  To get your Shares Program

card, please call us at 510-336-0112.

Credit Card Donations

Are Easy to Make!

Did you know that you can make a

donation with your credit card to the

Aphasia Center?  It’s easy to do!

Just go to the Aphasia Center of

California “Donate” button on the

home page of our website:

www.aphasiacenter.org.  You can

make a one-time donation or a

monthly, quarterly, or annual recur-

ring donation. All donations help us

make a dramatic difference in the

lives of those affected by aphasia.

Great News! The Aphasia

Center Accepts Vehicle

Donations

The Aphasia Center of California

has teamed up with Donate For

Charity, a company that specializes

in processing vehicle donations for

nonprofit organizations.  Donate For

Charity arranges for vehicle pickup,

handles all the DMV issues, sells the

vehicle at auction, and distributes the

net proceeds to Aphasia Center of

California.  So if it’s time to replace

an older car, or if you have a boat

and trailer that are just taking up

space in the garage, consider making

a donation. You’ll avoid the head-

ache of selling a used vehicle, help

the Aphasia Center of California

fund its ongoing efforts, and receive

a tax deduction.  When you’re ready

to donate, or if you have relatives or

friends that wish to donate, simply

call Donate For Charity toll-free at

(866) 392-4483 or donate on-line

at www.aphasiacenter.org.  We

hope you’ll take advantage of this

opportunity and help us expand our

commitment to improving the quality

of life for all those affected by

aphasia.

Spring Cleaning?

Don’t forget the ACC when it

comes to donating quality items. All

money earned from the ACC’s

consignment program benefits the

speech-language treatment programs

at the Center. We are looking for

quality items throughout the year that

can be sold. All quality furniture,

costume and fine jewelry, vintage

and new clothing, kitchenware,

children’s books, and collectibles

are greatly appreciated.  We cannot

accept non-working electrical items,

computers, or golf clubs. All dona-

tions are tax deductible to the extent

allowed by the IRS. Please contact

Elaine Ivankovich, Program Coordi-

nator, to arrange for drop-off or

pick-up at 925-954-1225 or 925-

788-6261.
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Lou Ivankovich

Mike & Karen Ivankovich

Joseph & Natalie Ivankovich

Nanda Devi Kapoor

Nidhi Mahendra, PhD

Eli Katz

Helena Katz

F. X. Kelly

Colette A. Kelly

Mrs. Lucille Labat

Louis E. Labat

Herbert Levy

Marian Majestic

Dixie Lewis

Robert Lewis

Jeanne McKeown

Maureen McKeown

Michael Musicant

Susan Musicant

Howard Newman

Carol Newman

Jean Orsini

Elaine Ivankovich

John Ott

Theresa Brannan

Deborah & Terrence Carlin

Mary Crandall

Karen & Ross Fay

Richard & Karen Gjervold

Mary Grigsby

Barbara & Michael Hoversen

Gary & Shirley Lapp

Debra & Michael Moss

Kathleen & John Odne

Kathy Ott

Marsha & Richard Servetnick

Tom & Anne Marie Taylor

Ray Reid

Rosalie Reid

James J. McGhee

Eleanor Robinson

Caroline Brooks

Matthew Ryan

Elaine Ivankovich

John Sabatte

Daniel & Diana Sullivan

June-December 2012

If we have made any errors in

this listing, please accept our

apologies and contact us at

(510) 336-0112.

  IN MEMORY

Betty Aceves

Dave & Joyce Munoz

Vanita Blum

Sidney Dommes & Enid Meyer

Lucy & Bob Bowen

Robert & Brenda Bowen

Buddy Brock

Theresa Brock

Roger Christgau

Dion & Ida Dubois

Philip T. Clark

Judith H. Clark

Bobby DeChristofaro

Rosalie Reid

Frank A. Dompe

Janet Dompe

Arthur H. Fitch

Linda Fitch

Pete Gallo

Dan & Diana Sullivan

Dr. Paul B. Goldsmith

Susan M. Goldsmith & Joseph

C. Waxman

Jay Gore

Barbara Sakany-Gore

Helene Greenspan

Lester Greenspan

Dennis Gruszynski

Stephanie Roadhouse

Natalie Hamel

Lawrence Humphrey

Stanley E. Hawkins

Pamela Casusdoumecq

Marge Herman

Ellen Robey

Iste & Bob Ingham

Nancy Park

Thank You to Our Generous Donors

Continued on page 6

Lucy Sarricchio

Edward & Delia Rose

David Sedlacek

Rosalie Reid

Harold Smith

John & Betty Almquist

Carolyn Smith

Nathan E. Smith

Lois Smith

Sam Van Dyne

Barbara Van Dyne

Frances & Samuel Warner

Harvey & Joyce Goldberg

Pat Holtzapple Weinberg

Audrey Holland, Ph.D.

  IN HONOR

Jack Berry

Randa Rasmussen

Judi Briano

Anita Clothier

Gail Longworth & Sandra Hill

Good Shepherd United

Methodist Women

Ricardo & Genevieve Callejo

Franchesca Callejo & Jim

Brighton

Eric & Ann Cross

Chris & Abigail Jensen

Kaylee & Ashlyn Daniels

Audrey Daniels

Sid Dommes

Joseph & Clytia Curley

Roberta Elman, Ph.D.

Elaine & Mike Adler

Corinne Henning

Sue Ewing

Susan Hight

Holly Tesar

Donald J. Shoemaker

David Giacomelli

Robert & Oliva Kogler

MEMORIALS

Ron Hausmann

Robert Adler

Patrick & Eileen Cafferty

Richard Esbenshade

John Jankowski

Kathy Frendo

Andrew & Mary Ann Geddes

Emilia Jankowski

Floyd Jasinski

Lenora Lee

Frank & Rosemary Navarra

Edward & Delia Rose

Peter & Susan Van Cott

Martha Lynch

Arthur & Jane Landis

Joan Meincher

Lynette & Alan Rauch

Michael Miller

Michelle West

Sue Moskowitz

Elaine Belkind

Nora Nelson

Ronald Glaser

Howard Olson

Rich & Marti Martin

Steve Orlando

Doris Becker

Catherine Borjon

Anthony & Lucy Nicolosi

Paul & Joanie Orlando

Jim Santanna

Howard Brizendine

Jerri Fenstermaker & Charles

Cline

Frank & Winifred Ghiglione

William D. Gibbs

Chris & Abigail Jensen

Brenda Price

Craig Smith

Karen & Joe McNamara

Susan Taira

Hiram & Janet Hironaka

Philip Tien

Star Pierce

Alyce Washington

Sarah W. Robinson

Don & Vicki Welcome

Deborah Haagensen

Dennis & Anne Kohlmeyer

Carol & Harold Parsley

Derrick Wong

Doug & Jerry Ann Jinnettwww.aphasiacenter.org



ACC Connection Page 5 ♦ Spring 2013

ACC 2012 Annual Report

2012 SERVICES
Total Visits: 4325

Group Communication Treatment

Visits: 1805

Individual Speech-Language Treat-

ment Visits: 71

Reading & Writing Classes: 240

Club Aphasia: 698

Fitness & Relaxation Classes: 841

Stroke Group & Choir: 670

Information & Referral (includes

phone, mail, and e-mail): 2007

ORGANIZATION &
CORPORATE DONATIONS
Anonymous

Concord Chevrolet

Dynavox Mayer-Johnson

Good Shepherd United Methodist

Women

Lehner’s Concord Buick GMC

Wilder Green Fund

Marketing A La Carte

McConnell Chevrolet

JPMorgan Chase

National Aphasia Association

Rodgers Trucking Company

Savemart/Lucky/FoodMaxx

Supermarkets

Silveira Buick-GMC

The Speech Pathology Group

Stewart Chevrolet Cadillac

Teamsters’ Joint Council No. 7

Team Chevrolet Cadillac Hyundai

Mazda

Thurston Auto Plaza

R. Torre & Company

Vacaville Pontiac Buick GMC

Watsonville GMC

Winter Chevrolet

MATCHING GIFTS
Ally Bank

Bank of the West

Chevron

Cisco Systems

McKesson Foundation

R. Torre & Co.

TIAA-CREF Foundation

IN-KIND DONATIONS
3 Seasons Thai Bistro—Oakland

A Dress Change—Danville

Arizmendi Bakery—Oakland

All the More to Love—Alameda

Bellanico Restaurant—Oakland

Berkeley Bowl Marketplace—

Berkeley

Crogan’s Restaurant—Montclair/

Oakland

El Agavero Restaurant—Oakland

Fabulous Finds—Benicia

Femi Macus Nails—Oakland

The Food Mill—Oakland

Franchesco’s Restaurant—Oakland

Glenview Florist—Oakland

Italian Colors Ristorante—Oakland

Leah’s Closet—Martinez

Lakeshore Café—Oakland

Massage by Amy Blasenheim

Oakland Grill—Oakland

Jane Oriel artwork

Pac & Save—Emeryville

Pastino’s Restaurant—Oakland

Peet’s Coffee & Tea—Oakland

Red Boy Pizza—Oakland

Safeway—Alameda

Second to None—Walnut Creek

Drs. Tennant & Gianni, DDS

Trader Joe’s—Oakland

Ultimate Grounds—Oakland

Vo’s Restaurant—Oakland

Whole Foods—Oakland

DONATED
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Speech-Language Pathology Ser-

vices:  Prudence Ashley, Roberta

J. Elman, Susan Adair Ewing,

Bishop Graham, Loran Tolbert

Administrative Services:  Roberta J.

Elman

Computer Services: Steven G. Fry,

Dean McCully

Newsletter Design & Layout: Morris

Older

DONATED PROGRAM SPACE
City of Oakland, Downtown Senior

Center

2012 Expenses2012 Revenues

32%

7%

11%

8%

42%

8%
1%

91%

Programs

Management
Fundraising

Service Fees
Indiv. Contributions
Grants
In-Kind
Other
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Continued from page 4 ___Check here to receive the newsletter by email

to save paper and postage

Your email address:

________________________________________

                        (please print clearly)

___I no longer want to receive the ACC newsletter

My name:______________________________

Address:_______________________________

Please cut this out and mail to:  

Aphasia Center of California

3996 Lyman Road, Oakland, CA 94602

Or email us at aphasiacenter@hotmail.com

 THANK YOU!

Help us Save

Precious Resources!

Thank You to Our

Generous Donors

William Wong

JoAnn Locke

George Yee

Janise Devoe

Sid Dommes & Enid Meyer

Ann E. Dzuna

Reid & Phyllis Edwards

Caroline & Richard Elman, Ph.D.

Laddie Erbele

Douglas Fisher & Jean Hegland

Zuzana & Adam Fless

Joan Florsheim

Joy Frederiksen

Lydia Galvan

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Gilmour

Jane & Earl Hamner, Jr.

Thomas & Carol Hannon

Rob & Georgia Harper

Kay Hayes

Susan Heller

Fred Hoblit

Audrey Holland, Ph.D.

Sandra Innes

Elaine Ivankovich

Jennifer Jacobs

Candace Kahan

Sophia Kanenwisher

Jill Kneeter

Mary Jane & Rich Laufenberg

Ken & Starr Lieber

Norman Lilley

Ron & Christy Lloyd

JoAnn Lum

Nidhi Mahendra, Ph.D.

Evernease McKnight

Sheila Milberger

Marlene Mohr

Jean Mundy

John & Susan Nelson

John & Margaret Nohr

John Nygard

Pat & Douglas Olson

John & Miriam Oshiro

Phillip & Dorothee Perloff

David & Judy Perry

Randa Rasmussen

Danielle Reed

Sarah A. Robinson

Roy Schweyer

Gail Staba

Carol Sommers

C. Will Starr

Madelyn & Harlan Stelmach

Eric & Gretchen Szabo

Maureen & Craig Sullivan

Josefina Urbizu

Norm & Betsy Van Patten

Gordon & Nancie Ward

Garry Woessner

George & Rose Yee

Robyn Young, M.D.

  DONORS

Anonymous

Elizabeth Adair

Dennis & Diane Alton

Stuart & Ann Marie Baatz

Kendelyn Beck

Narvella Berthia

Mary Boyle, Ph.D.

Paul & Jacqueline Broderick

Jack Carroll

Elizabeth Carty & Ernest Galvan

Barbara Clark

Marc Colbert & Yvonne Fluehr

Deborah Cooper

Marilyn Dear

APHASIA CENTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Mary Lew

Vice-President: Enid Meyer

Secretary-Treasurer: Patricia

Olson, MPH

Esther Akiba, RPT

Roberta J. Elman, Ph.D.

Steve Fry

Robert Lewis, MBA

Patricia Santanna


