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One Hundred Names for Love

We hope you were one of the
150 people who joined together on
the afternoon of April 1%, in celebra-
tion of the Aphasia Center’s 15
years of transforming lives! The
special event, One Hundred Names
For Love, was held at the Down-
town Oakland Senior Center, and
featured an afternoon of creative
expression, including singing by The
Dreamers, and a dance perfor-
mance by the Ross Dance Com-
pany.

President & Founder, Dr.
Roberta Elman, provided a personal
retrospective of the reasons why she
started the ACC, the first indepen-
dent Aphasia Center in the United
States. She shared that she is most
proud that the Center has provided
more than 64,900 group treatment
visits over the years, while also
providing $141,000 in financial
assistance to members who live at or
below the federal poverty level.
These accomplishments are made
possible by people like you—our
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generous donors. Thank you for
helping us rebuild communication
and transform thousands of lives!!
Dr. Elman read an official procla-
mation from Oakland Mayor, Jean
Quan, honoring the ACC for
providing the “premier treatment
program in the nation for this
condition, pioneering group therapy
techniques, education and training
programs, and serving as a national
leader in promoting treatment and
awareness of aphasia.” Dr. Elman
also announced that the ACC would
be receiving honors from the Na-
tional Aphasia Association in June!
The event’s keynote speaker,
Diane Ackerman, author of the

“Everyone who got where he is
had to begin where he was.
--Robert Lewis Stevenson

recent critically acclaimed autobiog-
raphy, One Hundred Names For
Love, shared her first hand account
of living with aphasia, following her
husband’s devastating stroke in
2004. His remarkable recovery
inspired all who attended and Ms.
Ackerman’s keen observations were
both heartfelt and moving.

The afternoon brought special
recognition to the following volun-
teers who have gone “above and
beyond” for the ACC during the past
15 years: Dan & Diana Sullivan,

Vicki Welcome, Nancy Park, Carol
Continued on page 2

Join our Tenth Annual “Walk to Talk”

Raise Funds and Awareness!
What: The Aphasia Center of California’s Tenth Annual “Walk to
Talk” is a fund-raising event to raise funds for our programs. Our “Walk
to Talk” will feature a 1/4 mile and 3 mile untimed walk/run.

When: Saturday, June 23", 2012. Walk registration will begin at 9:45am.

Where: Lake Merritt, Oakland. Walk starts at the Downtown Oak-
land Senior Center at 200 Grand Avenue.

How: Companies and individuals, from walkers with kids to seasoned
athletes to people with their dogs on leashes can participate in this event
to benefit the Aphasia Center. Help the Aphasia Center by sponsoring
an Aphasia Center participant, asking friends and family for donations,
or joining us for the walk. Please contact Roberta Elman (510) 336-
0112 to receive a walk packet or for more information.

Our Mission Statement: The mission of the Aphasia Center of California is to
enhance communication skills, quality of life, and overall well-being for all

those affected by aphasia.
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The Aphasia Center of California: It’s Personal

Mary Jane Laufenberg with her dog,
Chelsea

By Mary Jane Laufenberg,
Stroke Survivor

Celebrating 15 years of trans-
forming lives.... As I was getting
ready to attend the Aphasia Center
of California’s special anniversary
eventon April 1,2012, my heart
was beating, as I, too, was celebrat-
ing 15 years since my own stroke.
Dr. Roberta Elman, President &
Founder of the ACC had told me
that the Aphasia Center of California
had started on September 1, 1996.
My stroke had occurred on Sep-
tember 30, 1996. Such an impor-
tant and meaningful coincidence!

The ACC'’s 15-year celebration
was full of happy memories that
brought tears to my eyes. Remem-
bering our “‘communication” classes
made me smile as the years have
flown by. The ACC speech-lan-
guage pathologists, Roberta Elman,
Ellen Bernstein-Ellis, and Sue Ewing,
were all amazing. They cared so
much for us and we all worked so
hard.

At the Sunday celebration, it was
terrific to see the people I had
known and worked with over the
years. We had participated in so
many wonderful programs together:
conversation treatment groups,
aphasia book club groups, exercise
classes, as well as so many fun
occasions, from the Annual “Walk to
Talk” to the many holiday and other
special events.

The keynote speaker was Diane
Ackerman, the acclaimed author of
non-fiction and poetry. Her presen-
tation touched me as she told the
story of her life. Diane’s husband of
34 years, Paul West, survived a
devastating stroke. He had
authored 50 books, but was left
saying only “mem.”

As Ilistened to their story, [

thought of how my stroke had
affected my husband. We had been
married just five months, when I had
a stroke that left me with aphasia.
As Diane’s husband had surpassed
doctors’ expectations, my recovery
has also surprised many people. My
husband’s care and love for me was
so similar to the care that Diane had
given her husband. She wrote of her
experience with her husband “as an
inspiring testament to the plasticity of
the brain and the power of love.”

Over the last 15 years, the
Aphasia Center of California has
been a wonderful organization,
improving the lives of so many
people, in so many ways. As a
stroke survivor, I am honored to
have the Aphasia Center of Califor-
niainmy life.

One Hundred Names for Love

Continued from page 1

Sommers, Elaine Ivankovich, and
Enid Meyer.

This special afternoon concluded
with time for informal conversation
among friends of the Aphasia
Center, while enjoying many deli-
cious appetizers and desserts.

Thank you to our major event
sponsor, Kaiser Permanente-East
Bay Region! We also thank our
featured event sponsors, DynaVox
Mayer-Johnson, the National
Aphasia Association, and The
Speech Pathology Group for their
celebration such a special one!

Success of the event was made
possible by our event co-chairs,
Enid Meyer, Sue Ewing and Roberta
Elman, as well as the following event
day volunteers: Loran & Jeremiah
Tolbert, Tessa Fisher, Prudence
Ashley, Esther Akiba, Betty Bugaj,
Deanna Cook, Prit Patel, Steve Fry,
Mary Lew, Julia Adams, Patty
Santanna, Bob Lewis, Pat Terry
Olson, Magdalena Brink, Elyse
Dukatz, Laura Lahti, Kathy &
Kaitlin Ott, Linda Tran, Karen
Fremont, and Jacqui Standel. Thank
you for helping make our 15-year
celebration such a special one!
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Author Diane Ackerman signing books at the ACC’s 15 year anniversary event

gether. Through the use of a hand-
held needle felting tool, participants
create beautiful items. This technique
can be done one-handed, so it
works well for people with weak-
ness on one side of their body. The
class is being held on Thursdays
from 12:45 to 1:45pm. Class co-
instructors are artist, Gina Truex,
and ACC member, Brenda Garrett.
There is no charge to enroll in the
class, but donations are welcomed.
For more information, please call us
at 510-336-0112.

Please join the
Aphasia Center
of California
on Facebook!!

Education and Train-
ing Around the World

Aphasia Center of California’s staff
members are frequently invited to
provide training to speech-language
pathologists throughout the world.
During the last year, we have been
asked to speak about our programs
to speech-language pathologists
around the country. We have also
written an invited chapter and
several articles about various as-
pects of aphasia group treatment.
Although the Aphasia Center pro-
grams may be physically located in
California, our philosophy and
clinical techniques continue to impact
lives around the world!

Spring Cleaning?
Don’t forget the ACC when it
comes to donating quality items. All

money earned from the ACC’s
consignment program benefits the

speech-language treatment programs
at the Center. We are looking for
quality items throughout the year that
can be sold. All quality furniture,
costume and fine jewelry, vintage
and new clothing, kitchenware,
children’s books, and collectibles
are greatly appreciated. We cannot
accept non-working electrical items,
computers, or golf clubs. All dona-
tions are tax deductible to the extent
allowed by the IRS. Please contact
Elaine Ivankovich, Program Coordi-
nator, to arrange for drop-off or
pick-up at 925-687-9783 or 925-
788-6261.

Felting: Expressing
Yourself through
Arts & Crafts

The ACCis now offering a Felting
class. Never heard of felting? Itis
an easy to learn technique of attach-
ing woolen fabrics and yarns to-

Do you shop at
Lucky FoodMaxx or
Savemart?

Lucky, FoodMaxx, and Savemart
will donate money to the Aphasia
Center of California every time you
shop! Just call the Aphasia Center
and ask us to mail you a Shares
Program card. It’s super simple,
doesn’t cost a thing, and you don’t
need to give any personal informa-
tion. Each time you buy groceries,
you just hand your Shares Program
card to the clerk, and Lucky,
FoodMaxx and Savemart will
automatically donate 3% of your
total grocery bill to the ACC. So
please call us today to get your free
Shares Program card and start
helping the ACC every time you buy
groceries!! To get your Shares
Program card, please call us at 510-
336-0112.
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Thank You to Our Generous Donors

July - December, 2011

If we have made any errors in
this listing, please accept our
apologies and contact us at (510)
336-0112.

IN MEMORY

Betty Aceves

Marie Earp

Gayle McConlogue
Mary E. Meyer

Jim & Betty Precour
Bev & Ed Williams

Cindy J. Anderson
Mary Helen Evans

Ethel Bernstein
Rodger & Jorene Page

Lucy & Bob Bowen
Robert & Brenda Bowen

Carrie Chelucci
Dan & Diana Sullivan

Philip T. Clark
Barbara Clark
Judith H. Clark
Susan Clark

Grace Datola
Allan Leader

Bob Delucchi
Larry & Velma Bruschini
Carol Sommers

Martin Goldman
David & Lauren Cohen

Dr. Paul B. Goldsmith
Susan M. Goldsmith & Joseph
C. Waxman

Helene Greenspan
Lester Greenspan
Lorraine Michael

Dennis Gruszynski
Stephanie Roadhouse

Joe Guthrie
Maedell & John Stafford

Natalie Hamel
Katherine Hamel
Lawrence Humphrey

Stanley E. Hawkins
Pamela Casusdoumecq

Darlene Helms
Dan & Diana Sullivan

Kate Higgins
Sandra Innes
Mary & Roger Steffens

E. James Hodgett
Jill & Dave Boettger

Iste & Bob Ingham
Julie McNulty
Nancy Park

Lou Ivankovich
Mike & Karen Ivankovich

George Kalkanis
Zoe Kalkanis & Janet Levenson

Eli Katz
Helena Katz

James S. Kraemer
The Kraemer Family

Mrs. Lucille Labat
Louis E. Labat

Jeanette P. Lee
DonY. Lee

Emily Letiche
John Letiche

Herbert Levy
Marian Majestic
Dixie Lewis
Robert Lewis

Jenina Linton
Carol Linton

Jeanne McKeown
Maureen McKeown

Michael Musicant
Susan Musicant

Jack & Betty Pillow
The Giraldez Family

Ray Reid
James J. McGhee

David Sedlacek
Rosalie Reid

Esther Rose Smith
Carol Sommers

Harold Smith
John & Betty Almquist
Carolyn Smith

Nathan E. Smith
Lois Smith

Brian Stedman
Brigitte Limon

Margaret Trotter
Merry Parrish

Frances & Samuel Warner
Harvey & Joyce Goldberg

John Young
Elaine Ivankovich

IN HONOR

Judi Briano

Roberta Briano & Sierra Briano

Gail Longworth & Sandra Hill

Andrea Mires

Good Shepherd United Method-
ist Women

Ricardo & Genevieve Callejo
Franchesca Callejo

Sid Dommes
Joe & Clytia Curley
Philip Dommes

Sue Ewing
Elizabeth Adair
Donald J. Shoemaker

David Giacomelli
Ryan Goldman

Ron Hausmann
Robert Adler
Patrick & Eileen Cafferty, Jr.

John Jankowski

Dennis & Olivia Fitzpatrick
Jacqueline Rubio

Delia Rose

Barbara Tremain

Martha Lynch
Jane Lande
Reid & Phyllis Edwards

Shashi Mahendra
Nidhi Mahendra & Paul Gupta

Margaret Nohr
John Nohr

Howard Olson
Rich & Marti Martin

Steve Orlando

Doris Becker

Catherine Borjon

Socorro Matamoroz
Anthony & Lucy Nicolosi
Paul & Joanie Orlando

Jim Santanna

Vincent & Patricia Bail
Howard Brizendine

William D. Gibbs

Chris & Abigail Jensen
Anthony & Ronnie Martinelli
Christine Mateer

Rick Mosher

Steven Santanna

Alexander & Penny Stevens
Richard & Shirley Sutherland

Jay Schuster
Neil & Melinda Nelson

Susan Taira

Hiram & Janet Hironaka

Andrew Seplow & Margery
Jacobs

Kelli Shimizu

Bill & Julie Takeda

Philip Tien

James & Laurie Heron
Gail Staba

Jules & Shirley Wong

Don & Vicki Welcome

Ellen Bernstein-Ellis & Steve
Ellis

Deborah Haagensen

Dennis & Anne Kohlmeyer

Carol & Harold Parsley

Karri Stedman

William Wong

Linda & W. Davis

Maisie M. Dea-Toy

Joann Locke

Janice Saito

Kenneth Palmer & Helen Wong

George Yee

Elisabeth Lamoureux & Michael
Chin

Ron Lee

Molly C. Pong

DONORS

Anonymous

Thomas & Marquite Altaffer
Mary & Bob Anderson
Martin Aston

Continued on page 6
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2011 Services

Total Visits: 3879

Group Communication Treatment
Visits: 1758

Individual Speech-Language
Treatment Visits: 78

Reading & Writing Classes: 181

Club Aphasia: 664

Fitness & Relaxation Classes: 905

Educational Stroke Group Series: 293

Information & Referral (includes
phone, mail, and e-mail): 1993

Organization and

Corporate Donations

Anonymous

Cisco Systems Foundation

Concord Chevrolet

Good Shepherd United Methodist
Women

Lehner’s Concord Buick GMC

Wilder Green Fund

McDonnell Chevrolet

Rodgers Trucking Company

Savemart/Lucky/FoodMaxx
Supermarkets

The Speech Pathology Group

Stewart Chevrolet Cadillac

Teamsters’ Joint Council No. 7

Thurston Auto Plaza

R. Torre & Company

Vacaville Pontiac Buick GMC

Watsonville GMC

Winter Honda

Matching Gifts

Ally Bank

Bank of the West

Charles Schwab Foundation
Chevron

Cisco Systems

McKesson Foundation
TIAA-CREF Foundation

18%

35%

2011 Revenue Sources

Service Fees
B Indiv. Contribuitions
B Grants
[ In-Kind
@ Other .

79 3%

90%
2011 Expenses
Programs

Bl Management
B Fundraising

In-Kind donations

3 Seasons Thai Bistro—Oakland

A Dress Change—Danville

Arizmendi Bakery—QOakland

All the More to Love—Alameda

Banana Blossom Restaurant—
Oakland

Bellanico Restaurant—Qakland

Berkeley Bowl Marketplace—
Berkeley

Blackberry Bistro Restaurant—
Oakland

The Book Tree—Qakland

Crogan’s Restaurant—Montclair/
Oakland

The Food Mill—OQakland

Glenview Florist—QOakland

Leah’s Closet—Martinez

Lakeshore Café—QOakland

Natural Grocery Company—EI Cerrito

Pac & Save—Emeryville

Pastino’s Restaurant—Qakland

Peet’s Coffee & Tea—ILakeshore/
Oakland

Red Boy Pizza—QOakland

Rockridge Rags—Berkeley

Safeway—Rockridge, Oakland
Second to None—Walnut Creek
Drs. Tennant & Gianni, DDS
Tomatina Restaurant—Alameda
Trader Joe’s—QOakland
Ultimate Grounds—Qakland
Vo’s Restaurant—Qakland
‘Whole Foods—OQakland

Donated Professional

Services

Speech-Language Pathology
Services: Prudence Ashley,
Roberta J. Elman, Susan Adair
Ewing, Bishop Graham, Loran
Tolbert

Administrative Services: Roberta J.
Elman

Computer Services: Steven G. Fry,
Dean McCully

Newsletter Design & Layout: Morris
Older

Donated Program Space
City of Oakland, Downtown Senior
Center
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Kendelyn Beck

Jack Berry

Narvella Berthia

Mary Boyle, Ph.D.

Paul & Jacqueline Broderick

Caroline Brooks

James S. Carnrite

Renee & Jim Chagnon

Fritz Coetzee

Marc Colbert & Yvonne
Fluehr

Joseph Curley

Roberta DeHoney

Janise DeVoe

Alexis & Philip Dommes

Sid Dommes & Enid Meyer

Janet & Frank Dompe

Ann Dzuna

Richard & Caroline Elman

Laddie Erbele

Richard D. Esbenshade

Kathleen Heftman

Douglas Fisher & Jean
Hegland

Joan Florsheim

Joy Frederiksen

Ann & Sam Freema & Lisa
Frederiksen-Bolivar

Lydia Galvan

Susan Garnett & Lawrie
Stevens

www.aphasiacenter.org

Jim Garrett

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Gilmour

Lee Ann Golper, Ph.D.

Richard & Marilyn
Hackenberg

Jane & Earl Hamner, Jr.

Thomas & Carol Hannon

Ronald & Cathy Harada

Rob & Georgia Harper

Kathryn Hayes

Fred & Iris Hoblit

Audrey Holland, Ph.D.

Lisa Hopewell

Beverly Hussey

Dale & Alice Johnson

Candace Kahan

Gregory Kalkanis

Eleanor Kalter-Margolin

Sophia Kanenwisher

Colette & George Kelly

Jill Kneeter

Richard & Catherine Larsen

Nadine Lau & Mark Lancaster

Mary Jane & Rich Laufenberg

John & Kathy Lee

Norman Lilley

JoAnn Lum

Marilyn McCrory

James T. McDonald

Sheila Milberger

Bonnie Morris

Jean Mundy

John & Susan Nelson

Maureen O’Connor

Pat & Douglas Olson

John & Miriam Oshiro

Non-Profit Org
US Postage
Paid
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Permit NO. 1714

Help us Save
Precious Resources!

Check here to receive the newsletter by email
to save paper and postage

Your email address:

(please print clearly)
___Inolonger want to receive the ACC newsletter
My name:
Address:

Please cut this out and mail to:
Aphasia Center of California
3996 Lyman Road, Oakland, CA 94602

Or email us at aphasiacenter @hotmail.com

THANK YOU!
Kathy & John Ott Maureen & Craig Sullivan
Phillip & Dorothee Perloff Allan Tafapolsky & Randi
Ann Perry Silverman
David & Judy Perry George D. Turner
Jean Radford Norm & Betsy Van Patten
Jane Robinson Nancie Ward

Sarah A. Robinson
Dolores Rylee & John Moore

Joanne White
Dale & Patricia Williamson

Ron & Jennifer Schaefer William Wong & Mary Lew
Jay Schuster Derrick Wong

Carol Sommers George & Rose Yee

Will Starr Ruth Yip

Madelyn Stelmach Robyn Young, M.D.

Rebecca J. Stone



